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The Mode of Making Money and the Flow of Profits in Tangyan

System of Liangzhe Salt District in the Qing Dynasty
Li Xing
Abstract; In the fifth year of Yongzheng(1727), Li Wei, who was the governor of Zhejiang Province and
Liangzhe salt district, proposed a new salt system named Tangyan in Liangzhe salt district. Tangyan system
meant that governors could use state funds to buy up all the surplus salt produced by the salt production
households, and then sold this salt to the provincial military soldiers and specific merchants named
Tangshang, let them to deliver and vendor the salt. This system was initially implemented in Songjiang
Prefecture, and later extended to Wenzhou, Taizhou, Dinghai and other places. The principal of Tangyan
was 80,000 taels from public funds of salt clerks, which were reserved in local government treasury after
the reform named Huohaoguigong. Li Wei and other officials utilized various operating methods in Tangyan
system to make profits, and then the salt profits were used to pay government fees and support public
constructions. During the Qianlong period, some of the surplus silvers were submitted to the Ministry of
Revenue. It was a symbolic event from which we could observe the harbinger of failure of Tangyan system.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty, Tangyan System, Li Wei, Liangzhe Salt District
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