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Official Salt Collection Strategy and Its Change in
Central Fujian during the Mid-Ming Period
Ye Jinhua
Abstract. Prior to 1509, the Ming’s court believed that the salt tax in central Fujian was collected in kind.
While the strategy of collecting salt tax adopted by local salt officials was altered several times. At that
time, the problems of salt administration were as follows; an increase in salt production caused by technical
improvement, the contradiction among the coastal people, the corruption of salt officials, and the
misappropriation of salt tax. In order to solve the problems, the Fujian government took the following

measures; First, change the operation of collecting salt tax in kind from all types of saltmen. Salt men were

divided into two types salt men close to the sea (fuhaizaohu) and salt men close to the mountain
('yishanzaohu). The former must pay salt tax for the latter. Second, the department of salt transportation
(yunsi) collecting silver from yishanzaohu and sending it to the merchants to purchase salt from fuhaizaohu
to complete the task of collecting salt tax in kind. The flexibility of the local salt taxation strategy was
closely related to the possibility of local independent operation provided by the financial operation mode and
the limited technical means of court supervision. The strategy was the adjustment of the Fujian government
to the problems in the practice of the salt administration, without affecting the Kaizhong system and officials’
own career. The investigation of the strategy of official salt collection helps to deepen our understanding of
the salt taxation practice in salt fields and its change logic. It also can help us to know more about the
concepts of yishanzaohu and fuhaizaohu. It can also deepen our understanding of the social changes in the
salt fields in the Ming dynasty.
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