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Knowledges, Archives and Organizations: The Rebuilt of Land-tax
System in South Jiangsu, 1860s
Zhao Siyuan

Abstract ; After a series of taxation reforms following the single-whip reform, an informal system of land-tax
collection consisting of the chief clerk, clerks of tu, and bookkeepers in villages was formed in Jiangnan in
the early Qing Dynasty. The system had the knowledge of the land-tax and tribute collecting, and
responsible for compiling the tax accounting books, meanwhile dominated the collection of land-tax of the
local governments. The operation of this system became a central issue in local politics, and contained a
series of social conflicts. During the Tai-ping tian-guo movement, the war stimulated the outbreak of social
conflicts, and then caused the death of those clerks, and the dispersal of the registration and accounting
books. The land-tax system in Jiangnan were broken. After the Tai-ping War, Li Hongzhang, Feng Guifen
and others led a reform for a reduction in land-tax, followed by Ding Richang’s administration, which
focused on restoring local social order. During this process, the land-tax system was re-built, and the
reconstruction of the land-tax registration and accounting books and the re-applying of the knowledge of the
land-tax system before the war became the significant issues of local politics in this period. The social
conflicts caused by the land-tax became a topic of local politics again.

Keywords ; Land-tax and Corvee, Tax Reducing, Tai-ping Tian-guo Movement, Social-Order, Sax-Farming
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