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Analysis of Redistribution of Fiscal Task at Provincial Level under the
Dual Accounting Standard of Rice and Silver in the Mid-Ming Dynasty
Shen Bin

Abstract; The provincial government in the Ming Dynasty was responsible for allocating the financial tasks
such as taxed grains and materials assigned by the central ministries to its own subordinate prefectures and
counties. In the early Ming Dynasty, the provincial government divided the tasks assigned by the central
government into several parts and assigned them to different prefectures and counties. There is clear
correspondence between county where tax collected and warehouses where tax transported to. With the
expansion of the use of silver in financial operations, the method of redistributing financial tasks at
provincial level has shown a trend of change to unified accounting of the whole province by breaking the
boundaries of tax items, administrative districts and fiscal year based on silver standard. Such accounting
method not only expanded the autonomous space of provincial financial operations, which constituted a
reason for the information asymmetry between the provincial and central government in the late Ming
Dynasty, but also strengthened the position of the provincial level in financial management system.
Keywords: Ming Dynasty, Silver, Accounting, Single-Whip Method of Taxation, Financial

Management System
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