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Proportion, Quota and Actual Expenditure: An Analysis of the
Distribution of Officials’ Fengliao in the Tang Dynasty
Wu Yaohan
Abstract: Fenglu ( The official salary) included Guanlu (salary payment of cereals), Fengliao ( copper

O EFH RS S PIBLEE AL AT 7RO PR B E 0 — T8, E R OEASAR ] o S 0T e SOAE - (ORI M & 3F
Sy, 5 Ml A ALV TR R AR AL 2001 AR AR ; A A B CRAR M 7 W B ) |, i RN B R 2 iRk 2010 45 R 5 o JF A - (b [
TV B WS ) A BT IR VTR N R Y A 2020 4R R

- 102 -



Bl EA G K E RN EE R RS AR

cash and Silk) , Zhitian (official fields), Liyi (labor to serve officials) and other types in Tang Dynasty.
Fengliao of state and county officials had changed significantly. Earlier Fengliao was distributed in
proportion. Due to changes in the total number of distributions and the number of people, and the influence
of the local governor, the distribution of salary was flexible. In the middle and late Tang Dynasty, the Dali,
Zhenyuan and Huichang Reform determined the quota of the salary system. However, due to the influence
of Military Governorship administrative system and Two Tax Law financial system, the actual payment wasn’t
exactly in accordance with the imperial quota. There were financial difficulties unable to pay salaries, or
salaries far exceeded the fixed amount. Therefore, the central government had issued edicts many times,
and used department’s money to support some states and counties. From the Official history, epitaphs,
poems and other materials, it can be proved that some officials did not follow the old national system and
the official customs. The system regulations did not match the actual situation, which can be explored the
financial flexibility and financial rights of the central and local governments in the Tang Dynasty.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty, State and County Officials, Fengliao Distribution, Practical Salary, Finance
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