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The Types and Trading Mode of Lanxi Private-Ponds in the Late

Qing Dynasty—Centered on Tongzhi Lanxi Yulin Tuce
Hu Tieqiv, Gu Xiaoxiao
Abstract; According to the different registration methods of private-ponds in Tongzhi Lanxi Yulin Tuce,
private-ponds can be divided into three types: belonging to fixed owners, belonging to unfixed owners, the
surface rights of pond and the undersurface rights of pond belonging to different owners. The prominent
feature of private-ponds belonging to fixed owners is that the names of owners are listed under the column of
“Yehuming”, and the pond tax is borne by these owners alone. This kind of pond can be traded
independently and raise aquatic products. The prominent feature of private-ponds belonging to unfixed
owners is that words such as “owned separately by each land owner” are registered under the column of
“Yehuming”. Owners only have the right to irrigate, without the right of raising aquatic products. And the
pond itself can’t be traded independently, this kind of pond must be “traded with the field” , and pond tax
is paid by the area ratio of each owners. On the third type of ponds, the owners of the pond are registered
in two columns. Under the circumstances, the nature of the surface owners are the same as the first type,
and the nature of the undersurface owners are the same as the second type. From the point of view of tax
payment of ponds, the government defines pond as a land type, the main purpose is not to pay taxes, but to
ensure the orderly irrigation and maintenance of water conservancy facilities in the fields. Private-ponds are
regarded as the subsidiary of the fields, which are the precondition and basis for ensuring the smooth
collection of land tax.

Keywords: Yulin Tuce, Private-Ponds Types, Trading Mode, Government Administration, Tax
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