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Cadaster, Household Register and the Property Right Confirmation of the
Mountain in Southeast China in Ming and Qing Dynasty
Du Zhengzhen

Abstract. On the background of the intervention of state power, the contracts and mutual arrangements
played important role in the historical confirmation of property rights of mountains in southeast areas. On the
one hand, the government has bounded people’s right in living and producing in the mountains with their
registered residence status. On the other hand, the people applied for the official documents of the
household register and cadaster as the evidence in the property right dispute and recorded the distribution of
shares in the mountain property with the tax amount record. Thus, from institution to practice, the
confirmation of property right in the mountain is bound up with the taxation system. Due to the rapid
development of the southeast mountain area, the cadastral type of the same mountain space was changing.
The property was classified four categories as land, field, mountain, and pond in the cadastral. The
government handled different types of land disputes in different ways. The household register and cadaster,
as the main tools for the government to control resources, were instruments that regulated the relationship
between the people and the state under the tax and corvee system. When they were used to confirm property
rights, they were also reaffirming and strengthening this control relationship, not only proving the existence
of property rights.

Keywords: Mountain, Confirmation of Property Right, Household Register, Cadaster
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