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“ Agricultural-Commercial Society” Theory and “Fumin Society” Theory:
Interpretation, Comparison, and Enlightenment
Liv Pingsheng

Abstract; “ Agricultural-commercial society” theory and “ Fumin society” ( Fumin, also & [, which
means the rich class) theory are the new theories of ancient Chinese history research in recent years. These
two theories were constructed by different scholars, but they are closely related; (1) Both theories examine
socio-economic reform from the perspective of structural changes. But “ Agricultural-commercial society”
theory observes the economic structure changes from a perspective of industrial structure, which is a
“material” perspective. “Fumin society” theory examines the social structure changes from a perspective of
class composition, which is a “social” perspective. (2) Both theories regard the economic forces ( mainly
market forces) as a key factor in the formation of a certain socio-economic form. But according to the
“ Agricultural-commercial society” theory, agriculture and commerce play the equal role in the ancient
China economy, this is because of the resource allocation function of the market mechanism, while in the
“Fumin society” theory, the rise of the new rich class is due to the income distribution function of the
market mechanism. (3) Both theories strive to discover the hidden long-term evolutionary trends behind the
historical process, and exert to build up new theoretical systems of ancient Chinese history research by
summarizing the evolutionary trajectory and phase characteristics of thousands of years of civilization history
in China. Both “ Agricultural-commercial society” theory and “ Fumin society” theory have important
enlightenments for promoting the across-dynasty study on the ancient Chinese history.

Keywords: Agricultural-Commercial Society, Fumin Society, Socio-Economic Structural Changes, Across-

Dynasty, New Theoretical System
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