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Industrialization Transition and Historical Changes of Rural Land Property
Rights Institution; A Comparison of the Reform of Open Field System
and Household Responsibility System
Huang Shaoan, Xie Dongshui

Abstract: Based on the perspective of historical comparison between the changes of open field system to
enclosure system in Britain and household responsibility system to three-rights separation in China, this
paper find that the change of rural land property rights has a basic law in the process of economic and social
transformation with industrialization as the core content, which regardless of the initial arrangement of the
land property right, because of industrialization, urbanization, marketization and agricultural
industrialization lead to the huge demand for land non-agricultural purposes, so as a basic driving force, it
will lead to the evolution of the rural land property right system toward to clarify the subject of property
rights, protect land transfer right and promote land circulation. Although the initial state and the specific
appellation in the process of change of land property rights in China and Britain are different, the driving
force and evolution direction are the same, and finally establish the land property right system that can meet
the requirements of industrialization transition and contribute to land transfer. By constructing a general
equilibrium model including industrialization transition and land property rights change, it further proves the
relationship between industrialization transition and the change of rural land property rights system.

Keywords: Industrialization Transition, Rural Land Property Rights Change, Open Field System and

Enclosure System, Household Responsibility System and Three-Rights Separation
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