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The Collection and Management of Wine Tax in Shaoxing in
Late Republic of China (1945 -1949)

Liv Weryan
Abstract. Since the establishment of domestic wine tax in 1941, the method of collection has always been
the focus of tax reform. In August 1945, the Nationalist Government abolished the package tax system and
required the tax department to collect it by itself, Shaoxing began to explore the construction of a new wine
tax system. In terms of the control of tax sources, the tax bureau adopted the method of combining
commercial registration with checking cylinder to achieve the goal of eliminating privacy and increasing
income to a certain extent. In view of the tax adjustment, the Ministry of Finance had repeatedly raised the
tax rate and increased the frequency of evaluation, so as to minimize the impact of price inflation on fiscal
revenue. As for tax release, the government allowed wine merchants to pay in limited instalments while
vigorously rectifying tax arrears. However, due to the imperfect collection system, coupled with the
continued deterioration of grass-roots political ecology, there were problems of inefficient implementation
and tension between collection and payment in the wine tax.

Keywords: Shaoxing Region, Domestic Wine Tax, The System of Collection and Management
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