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Research on the Number of Juren in the 19th Century China
—A Rectification of The Chinese Gentry by Chuang-li Chang
Zhang Ruilong

Abstract; In the “ Chinese Gentry” written by Chung-Li Chang, the study of the internal structure and
varying population of Chinese gentry hierarchy in the nineteenth century lays an authoritative data
foundation for calculating the number of officials selected from imperial examinations at all levels in Qing
Dynasty. However, due to the shortcomings of historical materials, three of five pieces of data used to study
the population of Chinese Juren are mistaken. In addition, there is a lack of detailed data for the over
quotas of provincial degrees available for sale. Besides, the huge influence of special quotas of provincial
degrees granted by the emperor and the extension and reassessment for provincial examinations caused by
Taiping rebellion are neglected. All those factors lead to a miscalculation of the population of Juren in the
provincial examinations in nineteenth-century. In fact, the increases were 30.5% and 25% relatively,

“

which are far away from the “slight increases” claimed in the book and more than the number of scholars
considered to have a significant impact (23% ).
Keywords: Nineteenth Century, Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, Quota of Provincial Degree, Population

of Juren
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