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Family Ancestral Halls, Temples and Guild Halls: The Operating Mechanism
of the “New Frontier” Immigration Organization in the
Southwest in the Early Qing Dynasty
Li Peijuan

Abstract. The formation of immigrant guild halls is often not achieved overnight, and its rise process is
closely related to family ancestral halls and temples, and after continuous “layering” at different stages, it
has formed the pattern of “one museum and temple” and “one museum and many temples” that we see
today. The interaction process of family ancestral halls, temples and guild halls directly reflects the key
information of historical nodes such as the transfer of local power in the southwest and the localization of
immigrants since the beginning of the Qing Dynasty. Huize County, the capital of Dongchuan Prefecture, is
the county with the most “guild halls” in China, and the Huguang Guild Hall is the earliest and grandest of
the “Eight Great Halls” in Huize County, and its rise has witnessed the increasing prosperity of the copper
mining industry in Dongchuan Province, and the changes of its operating mechanism also reflect the local
power change process of the “New Frontier” in the early Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Dongchuan Prefecture, Family Ancestral Hall, Temple, Guild Hall, Migration Organization
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