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The Similarities and Differences; The Pawn and Flexible Selling with
Redemption in the Trades of Lands in the Villages in the Qing Dynasty
Wang Zhenghua

Abstract. There are opposite opinions about pawn and flexible selling with redemption in the trades of lands
in the academic circles, but there are few clear demonstration and analysis. From the evolution of ideas and
the transfer of property rights in actual transactions, it can be found that the pawn and flexible selling with
redemption in the Qing Dynasty were obviously similar and different. That is to say, there was no difference
between pawn and flexible selling with redemption in ordinary people’s daily cognition and transaction.
However, in the specific transaction process of pawn and flexible selling, different practical methods were
adopted for paying deed tax, tui shou guo ge and paying land tax, which reflected the operation logic of
seeking interests and also shaped the confluence of them. For the Qing government and officials, in order to
ensure tax payment and reduce litigation, the laws have been made for many times to clarify the differences
between them for eliminating the disadvantages caused by the ambiguity of pawn and flexible selling with
redemption, especially in terms of additional price and redemption. And it directly affect the adjustment of
folk trade practice to the connotation cognition of pawn and flexible selling, but the effect was very little.
This confusion was aggravated by the re-levy of deed tax in the late Qing Dynasty, which continued to be
discussed in the Republic of China on the issue of property rights in modern civil law. And the cognitive
dilemma of current scholars is similar to that of scholars in the Republic of China.

Keywords: Pawn,Flexible Selling with Redemption, Paying Deed Tax, Tui Shou Guo Ge, Paying Land

Tax, Time Limit of Redemption
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