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The Transformation of Production Mode and the Change of Form of
Governance in Medieval China:An Investigation Focusing on the Iron Industry
Ding Mengyu
Abstract. This article focuses on the iron industry in the period from Han, Wei Jin to the Southern and
Northern dynasties. Borrowing from modern industrial theories, this article highlights the process of the
development of iron industry, summarizes the characteristics of the transformation of production mode, and
analyzes the impact of the production mode transformation on the change of form of state governance. The
iron industry of ancient China chose the technological path of pig iron smelting and casting, and entered the
production mode of steel forging from late East Han Dynasty to the Southern and Northern dynasties, based
on the highly developed pig iron industry. This transformation has led to decentralization and localization of
state governance at the three levels; the policy making of central government, the organization of iron

production, and the behaviors of grass-roots individuals and social communities.

Keywords: Production Mode, Form of Governance, Iron Industry, The Middle Ages, Decentralization
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