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History, Landscape and Regional Society of Yanhuang Towns in Shanxi Since

Qing Dynasty: An Investigation Centered on Qikou Town
Zhang Junfeng, Bai Rujing
Abstract: In the last years of Kangxi, Under the socio-economic background of the development of Hetao
area and the transport of Mongolian grain to the inland, Qikou began to rise by virtue of its superior
geographical conditions, and gradually developed into a comprehensive commercial wharf linking the two
major economic zones of North China and Northwest China. During the period of the Republic of China,
with the decline of the Yellow River water transport between Shanxi and Inner Mongolia, the East-West two-
way circulation of goods between Shanxi and Shaanxi has become the main trade form of the town. Unlike
most towns born out of rural settlements, Qikou has presented a pure commercial landscape form since its
rise, and the town space has developed linearly along the banks of the Yellow River and the Quishui River,
eventually forming a “Five block” structure. In view of its remarkable economic status, from the early years
of Xianfeng, Assistant Prefectural Magistrate Yamen and Lijin Bureau were set up one after another, the
local government’s direct administrative and economic control over Qikou has never been interrupted, but it
has not fundamentally changed its social operation order dominated by merchant clans. In the early period
of the Republic of China, the merchant group realized the integration of internal power relations through the
establishment of chambers of commerce, and occupied an important position in the complex local power
system.

Keywords: River Transport, Towns, Commerce, Scenery
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