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Internal and External: Commercial Trade between Resistance Bases and
Liberated Areas in North China
Li Jinzheng

Abstract; The development of trade between neighbouring areas was both an innovative strategy and
practice in economic relations between resistance bases and liberated areas during the Sino-Japanese War
and the Liberation War. This phenomenon merits close examination through the lens of a “cross-resistance
bases” perspective. In terms of the independence of resistance bases and liberated areas, trade in the
neighbouring areas had the attribute of “external” , but it also took place under the unified leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party, and thus possessed the attribute of “internal”. The tension between internal and
external, between the entirety and the local, has always existed, whether in trade policies, specific
initiatives, or the actual conduct of trade in the neighbouring areas. This determined the overlapping and
complex nature of trade in the neighbouring areas, which was both mutually beneficial and localized.
However, all the contradictions and entanglements did not impede trade in the neighbouring areas from
taking place, and together with its own internal trade and trade with the hostile areas, the trade made an
important contribution to the construction and integration of the resistance bases and the liberated areas.

Keywords: Resistance Bases, Liberated Areas, North China, Commercial Trade, Mutual Aid, Localism
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