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A Study on Silk Taxes in Ming Dynasty
Jiang Ruiwen

Abstract; At the turn of Longqing and Wanli reign, six counties of Huizhou engaged in a dispute over the
distribution of Rending sijuan (poll tax silk). Back to the origin, Ming dynasty collected Nongsang sijuan
(farmland silk ) throughout the empire, while inheriting the tax tradition of Song and Yuan dynasties, in
which silk and fabrics were collected with summer tax and named as Xiashui sjuan ( summer tax silk).
This silk tax was imposed on Hu ( families) but had different tax objects in diverse regions. In southern
China, this imposition was assessed on land. In North Zhili and its surrounding areas, it was levied on
able-bodied male(ding) and called as Rending sijuan. From Xuande onwards, silk taxes increased in both
land taxes and service levies to manage financial pressures. Rending sgjuan increased in northern China.
Additional silk collections were imposed on ding and land through lijia ( community service) in southern
China. Rending sijuan appeared in Huizhou, Suzhou, Changzhou, Taiping, Zhenjiang. Around the reform
of Single Whip, silk taxes levied on ding and tian respectively combined with poll tax and land tax. They
were collected by silver and together with grain. As the reform was complex and limited, the collection of
silk and silk fabrics was not completely paid by silver and merged with land tax until early Qing dynasty.

Keywords : Ming Dynasty, Poll Tax Silk, Farmland Silk, Summer Tax Silk, Comprehensive Book on Silk
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