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Recycling Sales and Storing up Grain against Famine: The Disaster Relief
and Effectiveness of Zhuangguan Grain in Southern Song Dynasty
Liu Shiliang

Abstract: Zhuangguan grain ( the grain storaged by the central government ) was an emergency material
stored by the Southern Song Dynasty. Its grain comes mainly from the interception of the grains provided by
each provincial authority and from government purchases. Purchase includes the plan of buying by the
central government and local governor within the scope of authority of the initiative purchase. Zhuangguan
grain in the local appeared on a large scale after the first year of the Qiandao with sufficient grains storage in
the “Feng chu cang”. It is generally stored in a place that is convenient for supplying military supplies,
and for water transportation that along rivers and in the dangerous place of mountains and lakes. The spatial
distribution of Zhuangguan grain is deeply influenced by the political and geographical situation of the
Southern Song Dynasty, and has obvious regional differences. It is mainly concentrated in the states along
the middle reaches and downstream of the Yangtze River and the four states outside Jianmen Pass in Sichuan
Province. The southern part of the three “independent offensive and defensive zones” has less storage,
which also leads to different sources and methods of grains for disaster relief in different regions.
Zhuangguan grain has a wide distribution area and large reserves. It is frequently used for disaster relief
which make it play an important role in maintaining social stability in the Southern Song Dynasty.

Keywords: Southern Song Dynasty, Zhuangguan Grain, Distribution, Disaster Relief, Actual Effect
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