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A Study on Yaqian Rewards in the Northern Song Dynasty
Dong Chunlin

Abstract: The labor decree reform of the Northern Song Dynasty first solved the problem of Yaqian’s
compensation and bankruptcy, and the key was Yaqian’s reward. Yaqian rewards are calculated based on
“Difficulty scores”. They must go through hard work and oversee the transportation of official property
without loss to obtain compensation. The “Difficulty score” not only describes the intensity of Yaqian’s
work, but also calculates the number of jobs in a certain area. Difficulty and easy are two different
intensities of Yaqian’s work, and “ Difficulty money” refers to the “Compensation money” they get after
experiencing hard work. Before the implementation of the Hired Service System, the cash of Yaqian’s hiring
money was different from place to place. After that, Yagian’s hiring money was mainly from exemption
money. Yaqian’s hiring money was spent from business tax in the early years of Yuanyou. These types of
money usually refer to the value of employment, daily subsidies, or compensation after hard work , and they
are all paid in cash. This compensation method reflects the characteristics of rewards and contains the
impetus for the reform of the Northern Song Dynasty service law. The cashing of Yaqgian rewards is the key
to solving Yaqian’s problems, and it can mobilize the enthusiasm of conscripts.

Keywords: The Northern Song Dynasty, Yaqgian, Rewards, Compensate
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