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An Analysis of the Changes in the Gazetteers’ Form of Tang and Song Dynasties
—A Question to Suzhou Tax Items of Tang Dynasty in Wu Di Ji by Lu Guangwei
Gu Chengrut

Abstract; As important historical materials to study Two-Tax Law, Suzhou tax items of Tang Dynasty in
WUDIJI Written by Lu Guangwei would be suspected. On the one hand, the records of mixing Two-Tax
item and monopoly revenue in the county level, and then dividing into three parts, were not in line with the
actual situation. On the other hand, they were not quoted by any of Wu’s gazetteers after Tang Dynasty.
The appearance and change of tax records in gazetteers were accompanied with the evolution of the tax
collection and management system since the middle Tang Dynasty. Two-Tax items were recorded by
gazetteers during Tang-Song transition. In the gazetteers compiled by the local authorities in the Southern
Song Dynasty, kinds of monopoly revenue were included in the gazetteers. The measures of fiscal resources
requisition and tax reduction by local officials were also recorded. Gazetteers in Yuan Dynasty followed this
style. In the early Ming Dynasty, the imperial court determined a unified system of taxation in the
gazetteers. The record of tax items in Wu Di Ji did not conform to the record form of its time.

Keywords: Wu Di Ji, Tax ltems, Fiscal System, Gazetteers’ Form
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