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The Additional Research on the Guarantee System
and Penalty System of Tangut Contracts
—Centered on the New Translation of Tangut Contract Documents
Tian Xiaopet
Abstract: Through sorting out and observing more contract documents of Tangut, this paper adds the following
understanding to the system of guarantee and penalty. In terms of the guarantee system, In the scope of debt
guarantees, except for the known “Guarantor—guarantee” , still existed “Partnership— guarantee” , “Family—
guarantee” and “Intermediary—guarantee” . In the scope of the guarantee for the subject matter, the “Defect—
guarantee” and “Evictio—guarantee” could be noticed. In terms of the penalty system, we found one of the arbitration
agencies in Khara—Khoto was the “Jianjunsi” , and the collecting agency of default compensation was “Fazangku” .
This was different from the spirit of the contract in the Tang Dynasty— “officials obeyed political law, but people
used private contract” . Tt reflects the relationship and interaction between folk customary and national law.
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