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Agriculture and Cultivation in Khotan during Tang Period .
As Is Seen in the Unearthed Documents
Zhu Lishuang, Rong Xinjiang

Abstract; This paper presents an overall survey on the agriculture and cultivation in Khotan during the
Tang period, based on the data from literal sources, particularly from the unearthed documents in
Khotanese and Chinese. The main corps in the Khotan region included wheat ( Triticum aestivum) , Barley
( Hordeum vulgare var. nudum) , Millet ( Setaria italia) , and proso millet ( Panicum miliaceum). Wheat
was the most important grain to cultivate for consumption. Barley was also a major grain, especially for
ordinary people; it served as forage for horses and cattle, too. The cultivation of millet in Khotan was also
in a large scale. The cultivation of proso millet seemed, however, not so widely cultivated as the above-
mentioned crops. In contrast to the records of rice cultivation in Khotan in Liangshu and Suishu, the
unearthed documents rarely mention rice. Only 5 Chinese documents refer to rice, all of which were
unearthed from the site of Mazar Tagh on the bank of the Khotan River. The production of rice in this area
probably resulted from its adjacency to the river. Mulberry, hemp and cotton were major commercial crops
in Khotan. Sericulture emerged in Khotan at the latest by the 5 —6™ century. As is seen in the records of
Datang xiyu ji and various unearthed documents, the scale was relatively large. Hemp was also widely
cultivated and collected as a kind of tax. Cotton was referred to as Baidie, serving as the major fabric for
clothes. The unearthed documents provide most reliable data to examine the agriculture and cultivation of
the region of Khotan during the Tang period. In specific, the proportions of different crops and the areal
difference in cultivation can even be traced.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty, Khotan, Oasis Agriculture
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