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Business Activities of Shanshan and Shaanxi Merchants in Gansu during
the Mid-Qing Dynasty ; Based on Inscriptions
Xu Tan

Abstract; This paper made a detailed investigation on the origin and business activities of Shanxi and
Shaanxi merchants in Gansu during the mid-Qing Dynasty by using the inscriptions in merchant guild hall
and so on. The investigation showed that most Shanxi merchants in Gansu came from Central Shanxi and
Southern Shanxi, mainly distributed in Pingyang, Fenzhou and Haizhou. Shaanxi merchants mainly came
from Xi’an and Tongzhou. The commodities operated by Shanxi and Shaanxi merchants in Gansu mainly
included silk, cloth, tea, fur, groceries, etc. The bulk of Gansu’s imported commodities were silk , cotton cloth
and tea,while the output was hookah, medicinal materials, fur products, etc. During the Qianlong period,
there were 400 — 500 Shanshan and Shaanxi firms in Lanzhou, 600 — 700 in Wuwei, and much fewer in
Qinzhou and Zhangye. Wuwei, as the prefectural city of Liangzhou, was an important transportation hub
connecting the Central Plains with western Gansu and even Xinjiang. Its commercial scale and hinterland
may exceed the provincial capital Lanzhou.

Keywords: Shanxi and Shaanxi Merchants, Inscription, Lanzhou, Wuwei, Donation
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