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Country, Farmers and Farming System: “Winter Planting” in Sandu County ,
Guizhou Province from 1950 to 1957
Li Feilong

Abstract ; Off-seasonal planting of crops is an important measure to improve the agricultural multiple
cropping index and change the farming system, as well as an important way to increase the total crop
output. In the early 1950s, the state promoted planting of rapeseed, wheat and barley in Guizhou, where
there were few winter planting crops, and achieved certain results, especially in rapeseed and wheat
cultivation, which provided oil and food for industrial construction. However, for the sake of economic
interests and dietary habits, farmers are more or less hesitant and resistant to the large-scale promotion of
off-seasonal planting. When it comes to crop selection, farmers also behave differently from national
intentions. With the completion of agricultural cooperation, the state plan will eventually replace market
regulation as the decisive factor for winter planting.

Key Words; Winter Planting, Farmers’ Response, Rapeseed, Wheat, Sandu County of Guizhou Province
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