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Embedded Administration
—Merchant Groups and Rural Grassroots Society in Modern Northeast China
Wang Daren

Abstract; The relation between merchant groups and rural grassroots society in modern Northeast China is
discussed mainly, and the following fact is revealed on the basis of analyzing its innermost social and
economic factors: the embeddedness in social network has an profound influence on the administration of
rural society participated by merchant groups in modern Northeast China. Because the merchant groups in
modern Northeast China embedded deeply in geographic social network, they organizationally had a feature
of geographic closure. It is worthwhile to note that the merchant groups performed well in rural grassroots
society in modern Northeast China, they not only dominated firmly the network of commodity circulation,
but also participated effectively in maintaining rural grassroots social order. Their excellent performance is
mainly attributed to two causes: firstly, the merchant groups in modern Northeast China basically controlled
the commerce chambers of county and township levels, deeply embedded in rural social network by means
of land investment and human relationship loan, and obtained a lot of connections, credit and information,
they thereby gained advantages in the competition of rural basic market; secondly, seeing that merchant
groups and squires often overlapped in their identity. They, for their own interests, participated in
maintaining rural grassroots social order by many ways: either by means of the commerce chambers
controlled by them, or by their agents in countryside, or even as squires directly participate in the order
maintenance after the convergence of both identities. The pattern of the maintenance is based on the needs
of consolidating the economic benefit from their behavior embedded into countryside social network, and
eventually realized through the convergence of their identities and benefits in the process of merchants
behavior’s embedding into the countryside society.

Key Words:Modern Northeast China, Merchant, Commerce Chamber, Embeddedness
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