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The Employment Structure and Wage Level in Shicang
Village in Qing China (1836 —1870)
Jiang Qin,Wang Zekun

Abstract; Afier carefully examining the account books and contracts of Que Hanhe in Shicang village in
Qing China from 1836 to 1870 A. D., this paper describes the employment structure, wage level and
payment method in landlord’s daily life. We found that Que Hanhe employed more labor for agricultural
production purpose than for daily consumption. In addition, after including the food allowances, the wage
gap between different occupations is not huge; and workers’ real daily wages lies around four jin or 2.4
kilogram of rice. Finally, less than 30% of their wages are paid in cash, except for the private tutors. In
contrast to the tremendous fluctuation of the price of silver, the employment structure in Shicang measured
wage via copper coin system, and showed quite stable status.
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