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The Wharf Right System in Commercial Activities of Modern Chinese Cities:
A Study Based on Nanchang City, Jiangxi Province
Liv Shigu

Abstract; In modern Chinese urban business activities, an exclusive wharf right (f3k4%) has generally been
formed in various industries. The interweaving of these different forms of wharf rights constitutes the basic order
of local commercial operations in modern China. In the early days, wharf right only referred to the exclusive
right to berth for a certain wharf. Later, people gradually referred to the wharf right as an exclusive business and
work privilege for a certain area or industry. The emergence of wharf right depends on the development of urban
commerce and the increasing demand for cargo handling. In the early days, the acquisition of wharf right mostly
relied on folk rules such as “first possession”, “historical habits”, “gang fights”, and then the expression of
wharf right began to appear in national institutional factors such as duty or tax. Wharf right, as an exclusive right
to operate or work in history, can also enter the market for trading and circulation. Among them, the trading unit
of the wharf right in the handling industry mostly appears in the form of “Gu” (f%) or “Dan” (), which are
based on the docker’s handling tools “shoulder pole” or “baskets” as the unit of rights transfer. This kind of
wharf rights dispute rarely occurs between two separate individuals, but more often between two groups, such as
the gang, the boat gang, etc. The reason is that the wharf right in the handling industry is not a right that
individuals can easily control, but a shareholding system right in which many people cooperate.

Key Words:Modern China, Nanchang City, Urban Commerce, Wharf Right
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