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The Research of the Taxation and Geography Stratification of

the Grass Land in Huainan Salterns in Qing Dynasty

Xu Jingjie

Abstract: In the early Qing Dynasty, the original amount of Zao ( salt-worker) household taxation in south
Lianghuai salt fields is not inherited from Ming Dynasty but calculated from the amount of Zao corvee paid
in silver in Late Ming Dynasty. The amount of marshlands ( Dangdi) and salt weight units ( Yin) were
computed results from it, which indicated that the Zao corvee was transformed into land taxation in Qing
Dynasty. On this basis, Zao household registered and privatized their marshlands and traded with Min
(civilians ) household and merchants. During Qianlong Period, the authority distributed the newly
sedimentary land to the monopoly producer instead of the actual manufactures in order to adapt the
marketization of salt production, causing a wage of development of Huainan salt field in Qianlong and
Jiaqing times. On the other hand, with the Changes in the geographical environment of salt field, different
taxation systems from Ming to Qing have left different imprints on the way of social organization. The east
Fangong Dike region were divided into different land use mode as “agriculture-grass-salt industry” , which
corresponds to the geographical stratification of “Zong-public marshland-Zao”.

Key Words: Huainan Salt Field, Grass Land, Taxation and Corvee, Geographical Stratification
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