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A Re-observation of Dutian Shuimi Policy of Eastern Jin Dynasty .
Its Nature, Tax Quota and Implement Background
Lu Shuai

Abstract ; There has long been major divergence of opinions or lack of in-depth discussions as to the nature,
the tax quota and the implement background of Dutian Shuimi Policy of Eastern Jin Dynasty. With a
comprehensive textual research of relevant literatures and excavated bamboo scripts, the author considers
that Dutian Shuimi, operated in Eastern Jin, is not levied as an sundry tax, but rather as a land rent.
Moreover, the amount levied is normally three sheng, rather than three dou, as presumed by some scholars.
In terms of existing materials, the land rent system practiced in Western Jin is not clear. So whether the
Dutian Shuimi policy in Eastern Jin replaced the land rent system practiced in Western Jin remains to be
confirmed. The background for implementing Dutian Shuimi, was mainly due to the altering of political
structure and administrative design of Eastern Jin. Naturally, the subtle political and military situation after
the Sujun’s Rebellion was also a push. To measure the land nationwide ( Dutian ) is to facilitate the
legitimacy of land ownership of the newly settled immigrants in the South. And this ought to be the main
reason for the introduction of the new policy. Furthermore, the Dutian Shuimi policy, carried out in 330
(the fifth year of Xianhe Period) , marks the routinized ruling of Eastern Jin regime over the South, and can
also be seen as an overdue that the Eastern Jin, a north-coming exile government, started to be localized in
southern China.

Key Words: Dutian Shuimi, Land Taxation of Wei-Jin Period, Debate on Sheng and Dou, Bamboo Scripts
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