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From “Five Golden Flowers” to Disputing between “Imperial Power” and “Fengjian”
Li Zhian
Abstract:; “Five golden flowers” try to use Marxist theory to discuss the basic problems of history, such as
the stages of ancient history, the land ownership, the germination of capitalism, the peasant war and the
formation of Han nationality, It was the mainstream of ancient history research in 1949 —1966. At the same
time, there are many mistakes, such as formula, simple topic, rejection of multiple empirical researches
and so on. Since the reform and opening-up, the study of ancient Chinese history has developed rapidly
with the characteristics of diversification, empirical research,emphasis on new archaeological materials and
conscious international exchanges. However, there are also some “overcorrection”, mainly due to the
surplus of micro empirical research, the deficiency of macro theory, and the barriers of inappropriate

1

dynastic history. In recent years, the exploration of “the society of the rich”, “agricultural and commercial

society” , taxes and corvee and governing the people, north-south integration, etc. , taking the advantages

¢

of “five golden flowers” and “diversity demonstration” | is a good attempt to “integrate ancient history” and
multi-dimensional interpretation. And around the social nature from the Warring States period to the Qing
Dynasty, the controversy of “the era of imperial power” and “the feudal landlord system” rose again. The
advantage of the former lies in the profound revelation of the political and cultural level, while the
disadvantage lies in the exploration of the social economy and its relationship with the monarchy. The latter
eloquently discusses the basic characteristics of landlord’s economic form and the nature of feudalism. The
weak point lies in grasping the relationship between monarchy and landlord economy. The author puts
forward a new expression of “the form of the monarchy landlord” and holds that “the monarchy state” and
“the landlord economy” have always been one and the same in the past two thousand years, which should
not be neglected, and should always be the interaction between the control and the support. Only
“landlord” can better summarize the basic social and economic contents such as multiple land ownership,
concurrent business and industry, and “the uncertainty between the rich and the poor”. Only “imperial
system” can briefly cover the administrative domination laws and patriarchal factors, such as direct
jurisdiction over the people, “no permanent status of officials” and “emperor has the world”. Considering
the nature of ancient Chinese society, we need to regard “the form of monarchy landlord” as an integral
whole.

Key Words: “Five Golden Flowers” , Empirical Research, Integrate Ancient History, Dispute between

“Imperial Power” and “Fengjian” , Form of the Monarchy Landlord
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