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The Relation between Japanese and Chinese Merchants in the
Perspective of Northeast Soybean Business in Late Qing Dynasty
Wu Qi

Abstract; Many Japanese merchants advanced into China and had dealings with Chinese merchants in Late
Qing Dynasty. As a representative of Japanese commercial capital, Mitsui Bussan Kaisha had did Northeast
soybean business before the Sino-Japanese War of 1894—1895, and built complex relations with Chinese
merchants. At first, Mitsui Bussan Kaisha depended on Chinese merchants in Yingkou to purchase
soybeans. After Russo-Japanese war, it entered the hinterland of Northeast China. Nevertheless, Chinese
merchants were still important soybean suppliers for it. Mitsui Bussan Kaisha showed different relations in
different markets of Northeast soybean. Mitsui Bussan Kaisha and some Chinese merchants in japan used
their own advantages to do Northeast soybean trade with Japan. However, they returned to competition After
Russo-Japanese war. It was hard to shake Chinese merchants’ superiority for Mitsui Bussan Kaisha In costal
trade. The opposite situation occurred in trade with Europe. Moreover, Mitsui Bussan Kaisha utilizied
Chinese merchants’ capital, experience and reputation to set up a soybean oil factory. One of the reasons
why Japanese merchants such as Mitsui Bussan Kaisha successed in winning a foothold in China, is because
they handled and adjusted properly the relations with Chinese merchants.

Key Words; Northeast Soybean, Chinese Merchant, Japanese Merchant, Mitsui Bussan Kaisha
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