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A Study on the Diplomacy Fund of Beiyang Government
Xu Hetao

Abstract; The adequacy of diplomatic appropriation is guarantee for the diplomatic activities. In recent
years, researchers pay more and more attention to Beiyang diplomacy, but lack sufficient research of
Beiyang Government’s diplomatic fund. This article investigates the structure and change track of Beiyang
government’s diplomatic fund and discusses the impact of funding issues on diplomats. Under normal
circumstances, the foreign administration expenses of the Beiyang government should be based on the
regular appropriations of the Ministry of Finance. But due to the long-term fiscal crisis, the financial
allocation were often not delivered on time, so the Ministry of Foreign Affairs could only rely on customs
funds and temporary income to maintain administrative expenses. The shortage of funds affected the normal
operation of diplomatic administration, and sometimes became an obstacle of preserving national dignity.
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