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The Relation between Collecting Grain Tax and Extra Leving through
LOU GUI in the Late of Daoguang Era; An Investigation Centered
on the Wucheng County of Zhejiang Province
Wu Qi,He Chen
Abstract ; Daoguang era is an important social transitional period, which have attracted wide attention in
academia from different perspectives. Previous studies were less involved in this area about the amount,
composition and proportion of the extra charges of collecting grain tribute in counties. During Daoguang era,
especially in the later period, the number of revenue and expenditure of collecting grain tribute tax was
enormous in counties. Sorting out the exact number is conducive to understand the maladministration of
local governments. According to wuxu’s archives which includes the account books of Wucheng county’s
grain tribute, we can calculate the cost of collecting grain tribute tax in this county. The cost of collecting
grain tax in Wucheng county is nearly 30 000 liang of silver, which is composed of” cao wu kai zhi”
(administrative expenses),” ya men gui fei” ( customary fees of governments) and” yun jun dui fei”
(transportation fees in grand canal) , accounting for 28% , 33% and 39% respectively. In the middle and
late period of Qing Dynasty, the administrateive expenditure of collecting grain tax in county was short and
the county’s finance relied on LOU GUI ( customary fees-base custom). In order to pay the increasing
expenditure, local government had to use the way of extra leving. As a result, it became an usual way that

superior officers, soldiers undertaking the grain transport and local elites were involved in the benefit
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distribution of LOU GUI. Officials in local governments had tried to avoid changing the pattern of interests,
so most officials acquiesced in the exsistence of LOU GUI. General speaking, the cost of collecting grain
tribute tax and LOU GUI stayed the same in a long time. But when government needed to rise the tax, they
always referred to the precedent. Due to the variety of expenditures were sustained by LOU GUI, so it
wasn’t to be seen as net income for county magistrates. There were different conditions in different times and
places that the officals in local governments who is to made money from collecting grain trubite tax. The
local government finance was relied on LOU GUI which was been distributed by interest groups, this
phenomenon showed the syndicated corruption of Qing government. Rulers were unwilling to get a bad name
on tax incerasing or to reform the financial system led to this serious consequence.

Key Words:In the Late of Daoguang Era, Wucheng County, Cost of Collecting Grain Tax, Extra Leving
through LOU GUI
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