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The Early Development of Accounting System of Land Tax and
Corvée in Local Government during the Ming Dynasty
Shen Bin

Abstract; From Hongwu reign to Hongzhi reign, the administration of land tax and corvée in the county
level has changed from a state that is basically independent of accounting to a state that needs manage
through accounting. During the Hongwu and Yongle periods, only the land tax was partially included in the
accounting management within the government system. Other levies were basically immeasurable or
unplanned. From the Xuande period, local officials carried out the tax reform on the basis of absorbing the
folk practices of assigning the burden of kinds of levies. They tried to ensure sustainable levy by making the
burden “equally” allocated. In the process of exploring the method of equalization, making the levies
measurable, putting them under a plan, and standardizing the objects of apportion became the common
choice. And the amount of land tax has played the role of basic reference standard of apportionment. This
opened up the development path of theaccounting system of levies at the county level, and it also caused the
asymmetric accounting information between county government and provincial and central governments.

Key Words : Ming Dynasty, Accounting System of Land Tax and Corvée, Fiscal Plan, Apportion Method
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