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The Administration and Distribution of Salt at Fujian Province during
the Reigns of Hongwu and Xuande Emperors
Ye Jinhua

Abstract; It is generally thought that the state monopolized and allocated means of salt production,
controlling salt production and distribution in early Ming Dynasty. At that time, the salt industry was a
state-run handicraft industry under the Corvee System. This paper shows that Fujian Province established a
salt administration system, strictly controlling salt men who were responsible for salt production and taxes
during the Reigns of Hongwu and Xuande Emperors. However, the registration of the salt men was
confused, and there was no salt production tools allocated by the state. Thus a salt administration system
formed which relied on the local authorities and took the salt levying as the main responsibility. Before the
Xuande Period, the amount of salt taxes in Fujian Province was less used for Kai Zhong System, and the
system in which salt was distributed according to population was broken, thus the salt circulates freely to a
certain extent. Under the stimulation of salt profit, the coastal population improved the salt production
technology and redistributed salt production means to control salt production. Under the framework of the
salt monopoly system, salt industry at Fujian province was a market-oriented industry dominated by folk in
the early Ming Dynasty. The situation was directly related to the possession of local resources and the
specific strategy of implementing the salt administration system by Fujian government. The logic behind the
situation is that under the limit of supervision cost and technology, the state collected and distributed salt
taxes to fulfill the financial function of salt rather than completely controlling the local salt industry.

Key Words: Early Ming Dynasty, Salt Industry, Salt Administration, Market, Fujian
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