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A Study on the Relationship between the Salary Level of Jiujiang Likin
Officials and the Corruption of Likin in the Late Qing Dynasty
Sun Jian

Abstract: The study on the likin collection in the late Qing Dynasty mostly deem that likin officials’
corruption is very serious, and corruption figures are difficult to reflect in the accounts submitted by
provinces to the central government. This paper mainly analyzes the income level of the likin officials salary
which recorded by customs in the Jiujiang area relative to the food price in the Qing Dynasty. The analysis
shows that the corruption in the Likin system of Jiujiang District is related to low wages of employees. The
actual tax rate of the likin is 15. 14% -24.03% , even exceeding 30% . Conservative estimates show that
the percentage of the total amount of tax levied is 10. 22% —27. 87% of the total amount that has not been
handed over to the government. If broaden out the discussion to talk about the standard, corruption and
consumption account for may reach more than 20% of the total likin including rice likin; If only the
merchandise likin is used as the calculation standard, the corruption and consumption is close to half. In
addition, under the condition of the corruption and consumption is close to half of all amount, the actual
income of the likin officials may be five to ten times the income of the prescript. Correspondingly, the
actual tax rate of likin will be further increased.

Key Words: Jiujiang, Likin Officials, Salary, Corruption of Likin
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