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An Empirical Study on the Living Standard of Shanghai
Workers’ Families in the 1950s
Lin Chaochao

Abstract: After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the working class, while gaining a higher
political status, has also obtained more stable jobs and institutionalized wage and welfare income. When
considering the living standard of workers’ families after 1949, we need to consider the factors of monetary
wage income, purchasing power, non-wage income and supportable population. In the 1950s, affected by
factors such as adjustment of wage standards, growth of supportable populations, and the rise in prices, the
living standard of Shanghai workers’ families did not achieve the synchronous development with industrial
production. In Shanghai, where the original wage level is relatively high, workers’ innate advantages have
been losing in previous policy-oriented wage adjustments. The establishment of various welfare security
systems reflects the policy preference of socialist countries towards the working class. However, due to the
growth of working class and the high cost burden, this state supply is ultimately limited to improve the living
standards of workers’ families. Whether in the formulation of wage standards or in the provision of welfare
security, the state tends to adopt low standards and equalization.

Key Words: Shanghai Worker’s Family, Living Standard, Wage Income, Non-wage Income,
Supportable Population
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