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The Dissemination of National Economic Accounting Theory in Modern China;
A Study on the Theory of National Wealth
Miao Degang

Abstract ; Economic data is a basic tool to explain economic phenomena in theoretical research, and also an
important basis for improving economic policies. After the 17th century, with the application of data
analysis in the study of economic problems, a series of indicators reflecting the economic situation had been
derived from the theory of national economic accounting, the theory of national wealth among them. The
theory of national wealth had attracted the common attention after its dissemination in China at the end of
the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century. A large number of Chinese literatures about the
theory of national wealth had been published, which mainly introduced the connotation national wealth
theory, its estimation methods and statistical items in the 1920s and 1930s. The dissemination of national
wealth theory not only promoted the application of statistical methods in China, but also makes Chinese
scholars a deeper understanding of economic theory.
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