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On the Relationship between Chinese Economic Historiography

and Western Mainstream Economics
Du Xuncheng

Abstract; Because the object of study of western mainstream economics “ generalized theory” is western
society, and the economic development level and non-economic factors were different than western society,
the postulated conditions are discrepancy, so we cannot simply and directly copy western mainstream
economics and analyze modern China, we must proceed applicability checkout, if possible, we need
creativity transform of postulated conditions. The general objective of Chinese economic historiography is
that when we study economic history of modern and contemporary China, we should impose restrictions on
theory, revise and restore, study non-economic factors, such as historical cultural characteristics,
institutional constraint conditions and so on, these are abstracted by generalized theory. The economic
theory is not unconditional, fixed and absolute, we should not use Chinese historical data to prove the
correctness or general applicability of some western economic models, we should not imitate some papers
issued by western scholars and provide a Chinese edition, we should not use modern economic theory to
analyze ancient society, which had entirely different economic development foundation and constraint
conditions. The supreme goal of Chinese economic historiography is the perfect fusion of theory, history and
statistics, taking part in the initiation of economics theory that is appropriated for modern and contemporary
China.

Key Words: Economic Historiography, Mainstream Economics, Development Economics, China’s National

Condition, Theory, History and Statistics
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