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Research for Western Merchants Trading via Kyakhta in Late Qing Dynasty

Kang Jian
Abstract ; During the unrest of Hui Nationality during Emperor Tongzhi period in Qing Dynasty, western
merchants trading to Western Xinjiang area has been interrupted and the livelihood of many merchants
cannot be maintained. In consideration of maintaining commercial order in border and increasing
government revenue, the government has agreed to allow foreign trading by western merchants via Kyakhta
and preferential policies in tax rate & tax refunding have been granted. Meanwhile, to avoid any benefit
conflict between western and northern merchants, the government has set strict regulations on trading route
and tea grading for western merchants. To meet the financial pressure from domestic and foreign
environment, different kinds of heavy taxes have been levied by Qing Dynasty. This has brought much
burden to western merchants and their enthusiasm for foreign trading has declined gradually. At the same
time, driven by economic benefits, many problems have occurred during western merchants trading process
including selling low graded tea, tax evasion, tea smuggling and mixing products from different place of
origin.

Key Words: Late Qing Dynasty, Western Merchants, Via, Kyakhta, Trade
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