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A Research on Shaanxi Cotton Industry during the Anti-Japanese War
Lu Xuming

Abstract: The development of Shaanxi cotton industry has a special significance in the history of modern
cotton industry in China during the Anti-Japanese War. With the changes of traditional cotton industry after
the outbreak of the Japanese invasion of China in 1937, the Shaanxi cotton area has to face a series of new
missions and dilemmas. Under the premise of institutional changes and technological improvements, cotton
production has struggled to maintain a relative balance with food crops. The breakage of traditional cotton
market supply and demand, and the urgent demand for raw cotton in the rear provinces forced Shaanxi to
transport it to Sichuan. Although the government and major company were the main transport capacity, the
export volume and proportion of Shaanxi cotton were lower than before. This reflects the practical difficulties
of exporting cotton during wartime. On the other hand, it also provides some material preparation for the
local machine mills. In the environment of a sharp shortage of wartime gauze, Shaanxi machinery and the
hand-made cotton textile industry have seen a common prosperity. The development of the Shaanxi cotton
industry during the war was the result of the restructuring of the rear industrial elements under the changes
of the national economic structure. It also reflected the important role played by the revival of the inter-
provincial trade and traditional production methods in safeguarding the wartime economy.

Key Words; Anti-Japanese War, Rear Area, Shaanxi, Cotton Industry
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