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Land Ownership and Rich Peasants’ Daosuan Cases in 1950s China

An Investigation of Li Xuhai’s Case in a County of Shandong
Jing Wenyu Cao Shuji

Abstract; Based on the analysis of land ownership structure, the paper investigates the daosuan cases
(illegal re-seizure of assets by the landlords or rich peasants that had been confiscated during the Land
Reform) of rich peasants, which began to arise in 1955. Through a detailed analysis of Xue Mugqiao’s
discussion on land ownership structure in rural Shandong, combining an actual daosuan case, the paper
demonstrates that in rural Shandong, it was compatible with a similar land structure of “double ownership of
one piece of land” as in south China, as well as various means of land transactions such as mortgage and
sale (pawn). The so-called “daosuan crime” in the case primarily resulted from the contradiction between
the CCP’s land policy and the conventional trading rules in the land market. When reallocating land
property rights, judiciary authorities regarded the lands that being “pawned” as “expropriated” and viewed
the distribution of subsoil value and topsoil value of lands as “illegal retrieval”. Eventually, the defendant
in the case who used to be middle peasant was reclassified as rich peasant and found guilty of daosuan
crime. The bulk of daosuan case was to promote the cooperative transformation of agriculture. Meanwhile,
it battered the traditional market economy in rural areas, thus paving the way for the following
comprehensive transformation of collectivization in China.

Key Words; Land Ownership, Subsoil Value, Topsoil Value, Rich Peasants, Daosuan, Cooperative

Transformation of Agriculture
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