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A New Study on the Land Dian Transaction in Ming and Qing Dynasties .
An Analysis of the Concepts and the Transaction Methods
Xie Kaijian
Abstract; Dian is a traditional Chinese unique form of land transaction. Since modern times, with the
introduction of real right and property right theory, Chinese scholars began to apply these theories to explain

or reshape the dian. In addition, because the fact that the land under the system of “One Field Two
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Owners” can be traded separately between the land surface and the land bottom was neglected, the original
meaning of dian has lost. Therefore, with relatively clear property right theory and combining with the fact
of “One Field Two Owners” to elaborate the dian, its actual connotation will be more clearly reflected.
Under the form of “One Field Two Owners” , when the subject matter of land dian transaction is the land
surface and its owner is the actual cultivater, which is the same as the case of the combination of the land
surface and the land bottom, then what has been transferred is the land use right, harvest right and partially
disposal right; but when the subject matter is the land surface( cultivated by the landlord and others) or the
land bottom, then what has been transferred is the rights of small or large rent, which does not involve the
right of land use. Dian and dang, and flexible selling are two sets of concepts often confused by the
academic circles. Actually, dang means mortgage loans, which is essentially different from dian. When the
subject matter is the land surface, flexible selling and dian are almost the same, and the object of their
transaction is mainly the land surface, which is the root cause of the scholars equating the two concepts.
Taijie is originated from Fujian, and when it was introduced to the Taiwanese region, it generated three
forms, namely, ordinary taijie, Duidian taijie, and Qigeng taijie. Scholars would often overgeneralize the
three forms according to one of them. However, the continuous updating and evolution of land transaction
methods, the continuous circulation of land, and the continuous optimization and allocation of land
resources, probably will provide new ideas or perspectives for the demonstration of the long-term
continuation of traditional Chinese society.

Key Words: Dian, Dang, Flexible Selling, Taijie,One Land Two Owners, Land Transaction
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