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Abstracts

Forty Years of China’ s Poverty Alleviation: Ideals Practices and Implica—
tionsto the World
Cai Fang (4)

[Abstract]JChina’ s economic reform over the past 40 years has eliminated institutional
barriers deterring mobility of production factors and in particular facilitated the exit of
abundant laborers from low productivity uses the migration between rural and urban
areas across regions and among industries and the entry to high productivity activi—
ties. Such a resources reallocation has not only created necessary conditions for high
speed growth but also increased income of rural households by enhancing their labor
force participation in non-agricultural sectors thus combining development and sharing.
Paralleling to that holistically shared development the Chinese government launched
the national strategy of rural poverty alleviation in the second half of 1980s showing
its determination to fight against absolute poverty. As the development stage and pover—
ty’ s attributes have changed over time the strategy has gradually shified its target
from regional development to individual households along with large-scale government
inputs. The overall shared development and special governments’ efforts in reducing
poverty have simultaneously helped China break the diminishing effect of poverty allevi—
ation often seen elsewhere and achieve worldwide recognized success in poverty reduc—
tion. By narrating the process of reform and development this paper begins with re—
vealing the unique sources of China’s economic growth in the past four decades and
shows its nature of sharing. It then reviews the implementation of the national strategy
of rural poverty alleviation under the guidance of people-centered development princi—
ple. It summarizes main lessons of the poverty alleviation experience of China and
draws implications to other developing countries. In conclusion it points out new chal-
lenges facing China’s poverty reduction after the country meets its goal of zero rural
poverty by the current poverty standard by 2020 and provides policy suggestions.
[Key Words)shared development poverty alleviation Chinese solutions implications
to the world
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