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Mao Zedong’s Theoretical Preparation for the Establishment and
Development of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics

Chen Jin

For the establishment and development of socialism with Chinese characteristics, it was Mao
Zedong who laid the preliminarily theoretical foundations. Mao had emphasized the independence of
China’s socialist construction, elaborated on the basic and principal contradiction facing the society,
differentiated different stages of socialist development, and stressed on the significant of commodity
economy. All of this paved the way for further theoretical innovation during reform and opening
up. Mao also left plenty of wisdom for us concerning the coordination of overall relationships, the
distinction between different contradictions, the pursuit of common prosperity for everyone, the
encouragement of scientific and cultural progress, and the enhancement of the connections between
the Communist Party of China and the people.

Investigating “Two Integrations” of Adapting Marxism to the
Chinese Context from Mao Zedong’s Philosophical Perspective

Xue Guangzhou

To gain a comprehensive understanding of the “Two Integrations”, besides having an accurate grasp of
the basic tenets of Marxism, it also demands having a correct understanding of both “China’s Specific
Realities” and “Fine Traditional Chinese Culture”. Integrating the basic tenets of Marxism with
China’s specific realities raises questions about the contents and approaches for integration, and the
future direction of adapting Marxism to the Chinese context. Integrating the basic tenets of Marxism
with fine traditional Chinese culture enables Marxism to take root in China and to further promote
traditional Chinese culture.

Mao Zedong: The Great Founder of China’s Socialist Modernization

Gong Yun

To save China from the state of impoverishment and enfeeblement, Mao Zedong, following the
guidance of Marxism, created the revolutionary party of the proletariat which successfully mobilized
the loosely-connected masses of Chinese people to overthrow the rule of imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat-capitalism. As a result, China regained its national independence, sovereignty integrity,
and lasting peace and stability for future development. Mao believed that only with socialism can we
save and develop China. During his chairmanship, the People’s Republic of China transformed into
a socialist country, established a relatively complete national economic system, improved people’s
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living conditions remarkably, and enhanced its international status. All of these laid solid foundations
for China’s further socialist modernization. Under Mao’s leadership, China has made unprecedented
progress within the first thirty years that it had not made in the past hundreds or thousands of years.

Mao Zedong’s Enrichment and Development of Marxist Party Theory

Wang Binglin

Since the Communist Party of China established its own army and base areas, Mao Zedong embarked
on integrating Marxist party theory with China’s specific realities for establishing the party’s
leadership in every front of revolutionary work. Mao is the founder of the CPC’s Party-Building
Theory. It is he who clarified the relationship between Party-building and the Party’s political line,
strengthened Party-building from an ideological dimension, applied the principle of democratic
centralism to correctly deal with intra-party relations and safeguard the Party’s unity, and made
outstanding contributions to shaping the noble spirit of the Chinese Communists. All these made
Mao’s contributions a valuable legacy for our times.

Grasping the Philosophical Contributions to Marxism by Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era

Li Haiqing

Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era has made important
contributions to Marxist principles. These theoretical contributions include outlooks on new quality
productive forces and ecological productive forces, socialist market economy, whole-process
people’s democracy, modernization of China’s system and capacity for governance, coordination
of development and security, a community with a shared future for mankind, self-reform of the
Communist Party of China, and its leadership as the defining feature of Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics.

The Theoretical Focus of World Marxism in the 21st Century

Wang Fengcai & Liu Lixia

In the 21st century, the research on World Marxism has made significant progress in three aspects:
(1) The editorial and publishing work of MEGA® has entered a new phase, providing a textual basis
for further research on Marxist classics; (2) The research on Marx’s thought and Western Marxism
has gravitated to highlight the contemporary value of Marx’s thought and the practical concerns
of Western Marxism; (3) The literature on contemporary capitalism and future society has focused
more on criticizing the new stage and characteristics of capitalism, upon which emerges blueprint for
future society. Although some issues remain unresolved, studies on World Marxism have become an
essential part of the intellectual landscape in the 21st century.
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