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Deviation of Research Revolving Temporality and Social Power: Deliberate with Professor Zhao Dingxin
Yuan Chao & Dong Zhenguang

Abstract: The exploration of temporality is fundamental to understanding historical changes. In this book
The Confucian-Legalist State: A New Theory of Chinese History, Professor Zhao Dingxin applied a historical
sociological approach to reconstruct the explanation of the relationship between Chinese historical time and
power structure changes. He proposed a reshaping of China’s historical narrative through the political regime
of the confucian-legalist state. Despite emphasizing the avoidance of temporal displacement, there are still
debatable points in his treatment of temporality: (1) The misalignment in the application of subjective and
objective temporal dimensions and the resulting confusion; (2) The concept of “imperial confucianism”
contains contradictions related to the unidirectional extension of time and the application of temporal
dimensions; (3) The dominant social power structure has two dimensions that influence the temporal direction,
yet the exploration of this structure itself is limited in the book, resulting in the neglect or misinterpretation of
the impact of economic power dynamics on the structure of power relations.

Keywords: Confucian-Legalist State; social power; power structure; temporality; methodology

How to Rebuild the “Human” Scale in the Era of Involution: 30th Anniversary of the Humanistic Spirit
Discussion and the Current State of Contemporary Thought
Chen Sihe & Wang Xiaoming & Zhang Hong & Zhang Pingjin & Chen Chang

Abstract: This year marks the 30th anniversary of the “Humanistic Spirit Discussion,” which was initiated
by the humanities and had a wide-ranging impact in 1993. After the development of the times and historical
examination, it still has its ideological value and can serve as a reference for responding to today’s issues. The
School of Humanities at Tongji University hosted the “Re-launch: 30 Years of the Humanistic Spirit” lecture,
inviting Chen Sihe and Wang Xiaoming, two participants of the initial discussion to deliver speeches, and
Zhang Hong, Zhang Pingjin, and Chen Chang to participate in the dialogue.

The Civilization Logic of Chinese Modernization
Wang Yiwei

Abstract: Chinese Modernization goes beyond the narrative of modernization with Chinese characters and
western modernization, tracing back the three core narrative on “whose modernization-what modernization-
modernization for whom”. Chinese modernization aims to build a human community of shared future and
creating new form of human advancement. Chinese modernization seeks independent civilization avoiding
the path-dependent, mentality-dependent and system-dependent of western civilization. Building independent
knowledge system on modernization recalls us to edit human modernization history with the human
community of shared future and build theoretical logic of Chinese modernization.
Keywords: Chinese-style modernization ; “Belt and Road Initiative”’; modern civilization of the Chinese nation;
the new form of human civilization; the community of human destiny

Transformation of Economic Thought Under Historical Changes: Centered on the Evolution of Wealth

Concepts in Modern China

Miao Degang & Wei Zhong
Abstract: The perception of wealth issues is a core indicator reflecting the transformation of economic thought
in any era. Throughout the history of the development of wealth concepts in China over the past several
thousand years, the most profound changes occurred during the modern period. This change disrupted the
traditional wealth concept’s dominant position, integrated and gave rise to new wealth ideas, and thereby laid
the ideological foundation for the start of Chinese-style modernization. The transformation of wealth concepts
in modern China involved four gradual levels: the wealth concept’s detachment from moral and ethical
constraints, the recognition of individuals pursuing wealth, breakthroughs in the limitations of viewing wealth
as originating from agriculture, and the widespread application of quantitative analysis techniques. Among
them, the fading of moral and ethical influence was the premise for the transformation of modern wealth
concepts. The recognition of individuals pursuing wealth and breaking through the limitations of viewing
wealth as originating from agriculture were concrete manifestations of updating traditional wealth concepts.
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The application of quantitative analysis techniques represented an important development in the field of
wealth perception methods. The evolution of wealth concepts in modern China provides important insights for
constructing current wealth concepts.

Keywords: modern wealth concepts; ethical influence; sources of wealth; quantitative analysis; Chinese
traditional culture

Multi-Dimensional Criticism of Algorithmic Ethics and Its Spatial Turn
Xu Yanmin

Abstract: Algorithmic ethics, an unavoidable aspect of the current digital society, receives varying degrees of focus
from different critical theories. Among them, “technology criticism” is a framework rooted in the ontological study
of algorithmic technology, “capital criticism” emphasizes the critique of algorithmic capital at the levels of power
and institutions, and “cultural criticism” emphasizes the critique of algorithmic value systems. The integration and
deepening of algorithmic ethics criticism requires a spatial turn, which is an inevitable trend. By transcending and
integrating traditional critical theories, we can break free from the linear constraints of technical logic, capital logic,
and cultural logic. This will facilitate the overall coupling and interaction of algorithmic social spaces. Furthermore,
by outlining an analytical framework for algorithm space ontology, spatial dialectics, and spatial justice, we can
contribute to the ethical and ecological infrastructure of algorithm spaces.
Keywords: algorithmic ethics; algorithm space; algorithmic justice; spatial algorithmization

“Bogus Foreign Devil” “Traitor in Foreign Pay” “Baldhead! Ass”: “Bogus Foreign Devil” in “The True
Story of Ah Q”
Zhang Quanzhi & Kim Jihyun

Abstract: Ah Q gives Mr. Qian three titles: one is “Bogus Foreign Devil”, a gag; one is “Traitor in Foreign
Pay”, a crime; and one is “Baldhead! Ass”, a curse. But historically, researchers only pay attention to the
first title, the last two brush off or avoid talking about. In fact, the second title has rich connotations. It is a
collective imaginary formed in the folklore under the influence of “traitor” discourse, anti-foreigner movement
and Boxer Rebellion at the end of the Qing Dynasty, and it is also related to the position and attitude of Ah Q
himself. Calling Mr. Qian a “Traitor in Foreign Pay” in no way implies that Ah Q has a patriotic heart. His
insults to Mr. Qian are nothing but empty references, a rehashed phrase that is far from the meaning of the
sentence itself. forms an ironic ideographic system.

Keywords: Lu Xun; Ah Q; “bogus foreign devil”; “traitor in foreign pay”

“Misinterpretation” from “Modern China”: Lu Xun’s View of Mencius
Yuan Shaochong

Abstract: Lu Xun discusses Mencius in many ways, but there is almost no systematic study of the relationship
between the two in the academic world, this gap needs to be filled. On the one hand, the 98 entries in Lu Xun's
Collected Works concerning Mencius should be read carefully and sorted out at the level of canonical texts.
For example, Lu Xun’s criticism of certain ideas of Mencius, the phenomenon of “misinterpretation” and
the reasons for it, Lu Xun’s criticism of the “saints’ disciples” and their “influence on Mencius”, Lu Xun’s
criticism of social life and human phenomena through the words of Mencius, and Lu Xun’s portrayal, satire
and revelation of social life and personnel phenomena, as well as Lu Xun’s recognition and praise of Mencius.
On the other hand, it is necessary to synthesize the sub-compositions and combine them with Lu Xun’s general
discussion of Confucius and Mencius and Confucianism elsewhere in order to comprehensively summarize Lu
Xun’s view of Mencius. In short, Lu Xun’s criticism of Mencius is mostly at the doctrinal level and viewpoint
level, but the inner logic of the two is mostly consistent and compatible, united in the Chinese humanistic spirit
of robustness and unyieldingness, and the cultural logic and spiritual principle of advancing with the times.
Lu Xun’s criticism of Mencius and even Confucius and Confucianism can be regarded as the self-renewal and
self-criticism of Chinese humanistic spirit at the moment of drastic transformation of the social form and the
breakthrough of the Chinese humanistic spirit.

Keywords: Lu Xun; Mencius; criticism; misinterpretation
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