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Institute of Social Research’s Study on the Archieves of Qing Palace
—From the Perspective of Academic Transformation
Shen Bo

Abstract; The discovery of Ming and Qing Archives has been of great significance to the birth of the
discipline of economic History in modern China. In the context of “New History” trend, the Institute of
Social Research was early to realize the value of the archives of Qing Dynasty for the study of economic
history of Qing Dynasty, and took the lead in collation of the archives of Qing Dynasty. What’s more, the
scholars of the Institute of Social Research, led by Tang Xianglong, applied the social science theories and
methods to the collation and research of the archives, resulting to the establishment of the roots of the social
science paradigm of Chinese economic history research as well as the transition from the traditional
“Shihuo” (%) to economic history. The historical story of the collation and research of the archives of
Qing dynasty by Institute of Social Research implies a direct clue to the transformation of the economic
history, reflecting the social-science approach of Chinese economic history research in its construction stage
and its intrinsic connection with the undertones of the historical approach.

Keywords: Institute of Social Research, Archives of Qing Dynasty Palace, Economic History Research,

Social-Science Approach, Historical Approach
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