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The Study of the Governance in Shanghai International Settlement:
Characteristics of Polycentricity
Fan Guo

Abstract: The article mainly analyzes the process of conflict and conflict resolution among relevant actors
(including Chinese government foreign counties Shanghai Municipal Council economic organizations
social organizations and informal grouping) on the basis of several events concerning the authority of
Shanghai Municipal Council and public policies. There were multi-player games in the complicated social
economic and political context within which China was losing sovereignty and foreign countries were
competing for benefits and conditioning each other. The presence of multiple decision centers ( taking each
other into account)  autonomy overlapping jurisdictions exhibits the characteristics of polycentric
governance.

Keywords: Shanghai International Settlement Governance Polycentricity
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