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The Economic Effect and Development Strategy of Digital Trade
LIU Hong—kui

Abstract: As a new type of trade mode in digital era, digital trade will have profound impact on

trade methods, trade products, trade participants and trade rules. Therefore, it has significant theoretical

and practical value. From the point of microeconomic participants, market efficiency and new driver of

global trade, digital trade will have positive economic effect and will increase the welfare of trade

participants. However, because of its new attributes, digital trade will face many constraint factors during

its development process. Especially, new international rules of digital trade haven’t established yet, and

every country has different regulatory policy. Facing the above facts, China needs to have country level

development strategy and form new development concept of digital trade. Meanwhile, China should realize

it can play an important role in improving WTO rules related to digital trade and strength negotiations with

other countries under FTA or RTA. Finally, China should also improve the digital infrastructure and

explore to build new products classification system of digital trade.

Key words: digital trade; international trade rule; trade barrier; trade agreements
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